
MEYER TO HUNT FOR
ELUSIVE DEBT LIMIT

Majority Probers Declare
Hylan Erred in Fixing

Basis of Tax Rate.

"WltL RENEW ATTACK

Three Ex-Comptrollers Go
to Support of Craig in Dis¬

pute With Brown.

INEVER DEBATED BEFORE

Hylan Js to Go Back on Wit¬
ness Stand on Resumption

of Probe on Tuesday.

The Meyer committee is going to
continue hunting for the city's debt
limit until the elusive thing is located.
While Comptroller Craig and the
Hylan administration both rested yes¬
terday on the contention they had dis-
proven all of Klon R. Brown's charges,
the committee was not satisfied and
stated that a new line of attack would
be made next week when the sessions
are resumed in City Hall.
Three ex-Comptrollers of the city.

Edward M. Grout, Bird S. Coler and
Herman A. Metz.yesterday backed
up Mr. Craig's stand that there was

nothing illegal in the Hylan adminis¬
tration's application of the tax rate

to the 1921 instead of the 1920 assess¬

ment rolls. All three are Democrats.
At the office of the Coropratlon Coun-

sel it was made plain that the city has

no intention of starting a test suit to de-

termine the issues Involved in the Brown-

Craig controversy. The city's legal dc-

partment takes the position that the
Comptroller is right and therefore it Is
not the duty of the administration to In-
stltute a suit which might invalidate
municipal bonds and credit and cost a

large sum to try. If such a test is made
in the courts the Meyer committee or

an Independent taxpayer will have to
Btart it.

Farther Ordeal for Hylan.

Mayor Hylan will be recalled to the
stand next Tuesday and Mr. Brown may
again question him regarding city
finances. The committee has not fully
decided, it is understood, whether to keep
the Mayor on the stand continuously by
starting at once the investigation Into
all the city departments over which he
Mayor has jurisdiction. There are

tw-enty-nlne of those bureaus and of-
fices. It is more probable that the de¬
partments will be taken up one at a time
and the Mayor recalled frequently. Sen-
ntor Meyer, chairman, said the purpose
was to ask the Mayor generally regard-
ing the administration of city depart¬
ments. Mr. Brown also will ask the
Mayor about mandatory legislattdn
which Mr. Hylan holds responsible for
most of the city's Ills.
When the Mayor has finished the

Comptroller will be recalled. He has
Veen assured he will have full oppor¬
tunity to make any further statement he
wl«hes to have In the record. The Tam¬
many members of the committee are

framing a long series of questions which
they will put to the Comptroller, all of
which will be designed to strengthen the
position of the city administration.
These queries will he designed for cam¬

paign consumption.
Committer Support* flrown.

The majority of the committee are

supporting Mr. Brown In his contention
that the Hylan administration violated
the constitutional provision by applying
the tax levy to the 1921 assessment rolls.
The provision covering this point Is "the
last assessment roll." The tax Is lim¬
ited to 2 per cent, of the assessment.
The committee holds that the 1921 roll
!¦ not available when the levy is npplled
and therefore automatically the roll must
be that of the preceding year.
The three ex-Comptrollers were em¬

phatic in thetr disagreement with Mr.
Brown on this point. Mr. Grout, Comp¬
troller In the Low term, said:

"The levy always has been based on

the current year's assessment and T
have never before heard any question
raised about It. I believe Comptroller
Oralg Is right In this. It never showed
Itaelf as a debatable point when I was

Comptroller."
Mr. Coler. now head of the Depart¬

ment of Public Welfare, said he never
knew of the point at iesue having been
raised and he thought Mr. Brown en¬

tirely wrong. Mr. Metz took the same

view

ARNSTEIN ARRESTED
BY TRAFFIC POLICEMAN

Defies Rules and Gets Offen¬
sive, Cop Charges.

Jules W. Arnold of 1 West Kighty-
thlrd street, who has achieved a certain
measure of fame as "Nicky" Arnstetn,
tried to drive his automobile east on
West Forty-fifth street last night. This
is a westbound street only during the
theatre hours nnd Amatetn was stopped
near Sixth avenue by William O. Sulli¬
van, mounted patrolman.

Sullivan took Arnsteln to the West
Forty-seventh street station, where he
told the Lieutenant on duty that Arn¬
steln had been offensive In manner and
language. Axnsteln, after he had been
Identified by a description furnished by
his wife, an actress, received a summons

! to appear in Traffic Court on Tuesday.

GUARANTY ACCUSES CLERK.
He Made I'ntruf Statements About

Tts Solvency, la Charge.
A charge of "giving out derogatory

and untrue statements affecting the sol¬
vency of a bank" was made against
Wilism E. Bell of 971 Summit avenue.
The Bronx, yesterday In Tombs Court
by M. T. Murray, Jr., secretary of the
Guaranty Trust Company. Bell formerly
was emploved In the compnny's office
at 110 Broadway Jnme-i Dunnet, an
accountant, and Thomas F. Fitch tes¬
tified to bearding Bel! make the re¬
marks
Bell asked for an adjournment until

next Friday and made a pica for low
bell, declaring that his "present finan¬
cial condlton was caused by a statement
Issued hv the trust company." Ball
was fixed at $100. Magistrate Corrlg.m
granted the adjournment.

mail AS FUGITIVE.

Michael dl Menna, a contractor of
Cincinnati, was arrested yesterdny
at Broadway and Forty-aecond street
by Detective Leo Lowenthal of the West
Thirtieth street station as a fugitive
from Justice. It was alleged that Dl
Menna purchased a $5,000 lavalllere in
n Cincinnati Jewelry ahop. giving a
check u^ton srhlch he later stopped pay-

98-FOOT POWER YACHT OFF
FOR TRIP AROUND WORLD

Party Equipped for Year and a Half of Exploration
and Adventure, Aiming at the South

Sea Islands.

The ninety-eight foot power yacht,
Speedjacks, left her berth at the Con¬
solidated Shipbuilding Docks, Morris
Heights, and st.trted down the Harlem
River yeeterday on the beginning of a

cruise which will take her around the
world and which is expected to last a

year and a half.
Included in the party are Capt. Albert

V. Goewen and Mrs. Goewen of Chi¬
cago; F. Trevor Hogg, former Prince¬
ton football atar: David Williams, sailor
and navigator; Jack Lewis, chief engi¬
neer ; James Stirling, radio operator and
assistant engineer; Bernard J Rogers,
Jr., still photographer and taxidermist;
Ira Jay Ingraham. mov.ng picture pho¬
tographer, and two professional cooks.
The cruise will include the northern

coast of Africa. Arabia, 'Ind'.-t. the South

MURPHY SHOWS IRE
CONCERNING TALLEY
Tammany Boss May Refuse
Justice Collins's Request to

Resijrn Nomination.

Justice Cornelius F. Collins of the

Children's Court, who Is reported to be
ready to decline the Tammany designa¬
tion for General Sessions In favor of
Judge Alfred J. Talley of that court,
*'ho was turned down by Charles F.
Murphy, wrote a letter yesterday to Ed-

,vard E. Boyle, chairman of the Tarn-

nany executive committee. Judge Col-
ins refused to disclose the nature of
he letter, and Mr. Boyle would not
nake it public last night.

It was understood, however, that the
etter contained Judge Collins's request
hat his name be withdrawn from the
Icket and that of his friend. Judge Tal-

ey. substituted therefor.
Whether that version be true or not,

t was regarded as certain that Judge
Collins s letter would break wide open
lie smoiuerlng dissatisfaction that has

cept the Tammany organization in a

urmoll ever since Murphy rejected
Talley for redesignatlon without offering
hyme or reason to Judge Talley or his
rientls for the rebuff.
It was reported that the Tammany

boss was much less kindly disposed
:oward Judge Talley yesterday than be
lad been on any day pince the negotla-
ions began for the reinstatement of the
General Sessions Judge in hio aood
traces. In fact. Murphy was reported
0 be irate over the situation.
The reason that Murphy's anger was

10 stirred, it was learned, was that re-

lorts have been reaching hH carp that
fudge Talley's friends are expressing
1 little too much elation over the pros¬
pect of Murphy being compelled to

change his decision to be compatible
with the chief's pride. Particularly, it
was said. Murphy was incensed at th«
suggestion that Judge Talley himself
tray have shared to some extent in that
elation. Judge Talley has steadfastly
refused to comment on the affair to
newspaper men. Still, men -'lose to

Murphy said that Judge Talley was

"talking again" and was not far ficm
"talking himself out of a Job" a second
lime. Just as. they contended, he had
done In the first instance.

HASKELL-LA GUARDIA
MERGER DISCUSSED

Aldermanic Head May Seek
Renomination.

That the Haskell-L>a Guardia nego¬
tiations for a merger of their political
forces In the primary campaign are still
simmering became apparent yesterday
when Judge Rueben L. Haskell, inde¬
pendent candidate Tor the Republican
nomination for Mayor, expressed the
belief that F. H. La Guardia, President
of the Board of Aldermen and also an

independent Beeker for the Republican
Mayoralty nomination, would Join him.
The fact that a large part of La

Guardla's Brooklyn following la lined up
solidly for Senator Charles G. Lock-
wood. the Republican coalition candi¬
date for Comptroller, and have so noti¬
fied him. Is taken to eliminate the
Aldermanic President from consideration
for the Comptroller's place. That would
leave only an independent race for the
renomination of the Presidency of the
Board of Aldermen on the Haskell ticket
open to hlrn.
The probability that Judge Haskell

had that place in mind when talked
to was strengthened by the fact that
he was in conference with John J. Hal-
ligan, his present candidate for Presi¬
dent of the Aldermen, when newspaper
men called.

PROHIBITION TICKET
MAY NOT GO ON BALLOT

Law Is Not Complied With in
Filing Statement.

Because the Prohlbtllon party failed to
comply with the law In filing a statement
specifying the offices which It desired to
fill, it was. stated at the Board of Elec¬
tions that It may he necessary to throw
out the party's designating petitions.
That would leave the Prohibitionists
without a ticket to bo voted on In the
primaries.
Alderman George W. Harris. Repub¬

lican. of the Twenty-sixth district, Man¬
hattan. who filed his petition for re-
nommatlon with the Board of Elections
.1 few minutes too lata last Tuesday
night, obtained yesterday from Justice
John V. McAvoy of the Supreme Court
an order directing the Board of Elec¬
tions to show cause why Harris's peti¬
tion yMould not be accepted. The order
Is r< turnabl Monday In tho Supremo
Court. Part I.

DUNCAN IS ROYAL TREASURER.
Maclnness, City's "Best" Account¬

ant, Honored by Pel low Soots.
Duncan Maclnncss, chief accountant

In the Department of Finance, who
Mayor Hylan recently declared Is the
only man who can explain city finances,
was reelected yesterday royal treasurer
»f the Order of Scottish Plans, which
closed |ts convention In the Masonic
p'niple, Brooklyn. Tho other officers
chosen were Alexander S. Klndlay of
"orttand. Ore., royal chief; John If 111 of
-It. Douls, past roy.nl (hief; Pol. Walter
.-' ott of N'»w York, rrtvnl tanlst; T. W.
Forsyth of San Franclaoo, royal coun¬
sellor ; Thomas It. P. Olbb of Boston,
royal secretary; George A. Johnson of
Ei crett, Mass., royal physician.
The next convention will be held In

Detroit In 19SI. .

I

Sea Islands, the Philippines. China. Ja¬
pan and possibly South America.

Mr. Goewen, who had the boat built
especially for the trip, explained that
he has Intended to do something of the
sort for a long time and that the lure
of the South Sea Islands had been given
so much publicity in the last few years
that he decided to pack up and go. The
greatest care was used in the construc¬
tion of the boat to enable It to with¬
stand the long trip. The cruise will be a

leisurely one. ft was explained, and
when the party sights a particularly In¬
viting river they will explore It until
they are ready to move on to another
part of the world.
The Speedjacks has two 600 horse

power Wlnton engines capable of driv¬
ing her about fourteen miles an hour.
In the three tanks are 8,500 gallons of
gasolene, enough to take the boat more
than 4.000 miles.

DIDRTHA MDS LYONS
IN CIIRRAN CANVASS
Headquarters for the Fusion

Mayoralty Campaign to
Be Selected To-dav.

John J. Lyons, Secretary of State,
who la managing the campaign of 'Henry
H. Curran. President of the Borough of
Manhattan, for the'Republican-Coalition
nomination for Mayor, yesterday an¬
nounced that Arthur B. Murtha will be
his first lieutenant In the Curran head¬
quarters. Mr. Murtha hails from Mr.
Lyons's district and has been associated
with him in politics for a number of
years. He will have charge of the man¬
agement of the Curran campaign when
Mr. Lyons is out of town, which will
be necessary sometimes because of his
official duties.
Mr. Lyons was busy with real estate

men yesterday on the selection of head¬
quarters for the Curran fight. He ex¬
pects to be able to announce the loca¬
tion of headquarters to-day. It la to
be somewhere in the Times Square
section.

Following his declination of an In¬
dependent designation for the Republi¬
can nomination for Borough President
of The Bronx, Edward Raldarls yester¬
day wrote to Richard W. Lawrence,
chairman of the Bronx County Repub¬
lican Committee, assuring him, of his
support of the regular Republican ticket
In the county and borough and of his
desire to do everything possible for the
nomination of Mr. Curran.

George W. Baker, Republican-Coali¬
tion choice for Borough President of
Brooklyn, telegraphed yesterday to his
son, George W. Baker. Jr., asking biir-
to correct the report circulated by In¬
dependent camps that he would not run.
"Tell the party leaders, the newspapers
and everybody that I will run and I am
going to be elected." be wired.

Mrs. Mary Hatch Willard, chairman
of the Republican committee of 100.
has written to Henry W. Taft. chair¬
man of the anti-Tammany conference,
that the Republican women will give
their support to the Curran ticket.

BENNETT DENOUNCES
'REPUBLICAN TAMMANY*

Will Give Organization An¬
other Chance.

William M. Bennett, spcaklnc last
night in the clubhouse of Jacob A. 7-.lv-
Ingston, nominal Republican leader of1
Kings County. In the Twenty-second
-Aesembly District, Brooklyn. In behalf
of his Independent candidacy for the
Republican nomination for Mayor, as-

railed the regular Republican organise-
tlon as a "second Tammany Hall with-
In the Republican party." His attack,
he said, was based largely on the failure
nt the Republican organization to sup-
port him for Mayor after he had won

the nomination In the primaries of 191".
He was at a loss to know how the regu¬
lar Republican organization expected to
run Tammany Hall out of City Hal: un¬

til It had rid Itself of its own Tamuianv-
llke proclivities.

Mr. Bennett ex»mpted Mr. Tdvlng-
ston from his attack, stating that Liv¬
ingston had supported him after the
primaries and that he expected him to
support him again if nominated thla
time.

Mr. Bennett said that $690 a year for
every family of five la spent annually in
New York, which, he thought, was en¬

tirely too much taxation. He spoke of
himself as a Mayor who could analyze
the city's financial situation un.1 reduce
taxation.

FRANK F. DAVIS, BANKER,
KILLED IN MOTOR CRASH

Wife Injured in Upset on Trip
to Wisconsin.

Frank Favllle Davis, senior member
of the banking firm of-Davis t Bayllss,
60 Broadway, was klled and Mrs Davis
was Injured when the automobile In
which they were drH'Ing turned over
near Everett, Fa., about 7 o'clock last
Wednesdov night. It was learned yes¬
terday. Mrs. Davis Is prostrated at
the Union Hotel at Everett. It Is ex¬
pected that she will leave there to-day
to accompany her husband's body to
his former home at Lake Mills, Wis.
The Davis home here Is at 101 East

Seventy-fourth street. Mr. and Mrs.
Davis r'arted from New York last
Wednesday morning to motor to Wis¬
consin, where their two-year-old eon 1s
staying. Tt was early evening when
Bhey reached Everett. Mr. Davis was
at the steering wheel as they started
down a steep and winding hill, where
the car skidded, pinning him and throw¬
ing Mrs. Davis.
Mr. Davis was horn at Lake Mills,

Wis., In 16S3 and was a son of the late
Henry C. Davis of New York. He was

graduated from Princeton In 1907 with
the degree of C. E. His firm deals
largely In Investment securities. Mr.
Davis was a member of the University
and Princeton clubs of this city and of
ffiie Kltehl Oamml Club of Duluth, Minn.
Mrs. Davis formerly was Miss Flor¬

ence Custer of Hooversvllle, Pa.

DAVISON'S STITCHES OUT.

'Doing Well" and Another Oper¬
ation la Not Considered.

Henry !' Davison sat up yesterday at
Roosevelt Hospital for the first tlmo
slni- his operation for brain tumor a
week before. The financier last night
was "doing very well," said Dr. H< nry
Alsop Rllcy, In charge of his convales¬
cence.

Dr. t'harl-s A. Elsb'rg, one of the six
surgeons who performed tho operation,
removed between forty and fifty stitches
fom Mr. Davison's scalp yesterday. Dr.
Elsberg said there was no talk of an¬
other operation.

Members of Mr. Davison's family
i laited hlxu as usual.

'FREE LOT'SWINDLE
A {9,000,000 GAME

Salesmen Expected Harvest of
10,000 Victims, Says L.

M. Black.

FEDERAL LAWS SOUGHT

Warrants Ont for Ten Here in
Maneuso Inquiry Into

Deals by Sharks.

Magistrate Francis X. Maneuso yes¬

terday recommended Federal legislation
to check the "free lot" swlndle'and other
crooked methods by which realty sharks
mulct the savtngs of hundreds of poor
persons. He said at the John Doe pro¬
ceedings in the Municipal Term Court
that this seemed the only way to get at
such operators.
At the request of James J. Wilson,

Assistant District Attorney, the Magis¬
trate granted an adjournment until Sep¬
tember 12 to afford time to go over a

mass of testimony. Then he said:
"New York has been pretty well

cleared of these real estate sharks, but
I have been told that they are now

operating in other cities, in Washington,
D. C., and in certain cities in New Jer¬
sey. The result of the investigation so

far lias been very gratifying. Warrants
for the arrest of ten persons connected
with some of the companies investigated
have been issued. I think that the in¬
vestigation will lead to legislation which
will exterminate this vicious and obnox¬
ious practice of preying on the poor.
But State legislation is nod enough, and
it has occurred to me that Federal
legislation would be appropriate, so that
these blood sucking firms could be ex¬

terminated."

Expected 1*5,000,000 Haul.

Loring M. Black, former State Sen¬
ator, representing the complainants, said
that at the time the investigation was
undertaken about thirty "free lot" com¬

panies were operating in the city. They
were employing about 600 salesmen and
from 200 to 250 girl canvassers.
"Now there are less than seventy-five

salesmen and practically no girls at all,
and all these salesmen are working out¬
side of New York." he stated. "These
companies have sold from 100 to 15,000
lots each, and they planned to sell this
summer, because of the housing crisis,
about 20,000 lots to about 10.000 vic¬
tims. at an aggregate of not less than
15,000,000."

John J. Flynn, real estate editor of
the Globe, who was a witness yesterday,
testified that he applied to the Intra
Realty Company at 4 Fourth avenue,
Brooklyn, for a job as salesman. He
said he was not asked for references
and when inquiries were made as to his
experience he replied that he had sold
"blue sky" stock. He was told he was
an "ideal man."

Goon to Saleimen't Meeting'
Flynn said he was invited to attend

a meeting of recruits to the sales staff.
This was conducted by a man named
Auris, who boasted that he was the in¬
ventor of the "free lot" scheme.

"Girls made a house to house canvass
for leads," Flynn said. Then a man
followed the girl canvasser and an¬
nounced that tho person called upon had
won a 'free lot.'

"I was told not to he specific aibout
the 'free lot,' but that. I could shift the
lot. and when the winner visited such
a lot I was to dwell upon the fact that
he or she was standing on her very own

property, that It actually belonged to
that person. Then it was suggested
that the salesman persuade the winner
of the 'free lot' to purchase other lots.
The instructor added that it the person
made any kick we. were to give back
the deposit."
Other real estate companies under in¬

vestigation in the day were the Farm
and Home Corporation of 401 Broad¬
way, which sold lots at Clovena Park.
Staten Island, and the Homesite Improve¬
ment Compary, with holdings at Hunt¬
ington. L. T.

HELLER SILENT ABOUT
HOODOO PEAK EPISODE

Naturalist Only Admits He
Photogrraphed Bears.

Edmund Heller, the naturalist, who
was reported lost on Hoodoo Peak, Yel¬
lowstone Park, walked Into Mammoth
Hot Spring late Thursday night, accord¬
ing to despatches received yesterday
from Cody, Wyo., and seemed to be none
the worse for hi* experiences in photo¬
graphing grizzly bears. No explanation
was obtained from the naturalist, how¬
ever, for the message found on the leg
of a plgeor. which alighted Wednesday
night in Columbus Circle.
Dan Singer, another naturalist, who

lives at the Hotel Belleclalr, to whom
the message on the plgeon'a leg was
addressed, said yesterday that he re¬
ceived a telegram from Mr. Heller stat¬
ing he was safe and well and that he
had wired Mrs. Heller, who is in Cali¬
fornia. The telegram stated that the
naturalist had spent several nights on
Hoodoo Peak photographing grizzly
bears.

Despatches from Cody said Mr. Heller
rambled Into Mammoth Hot Springs at
about 11:30 P. M Thursday night. Just
as Ned Frost. "Hurricane" Bill Herrick
end "Slats" Thompson, local guides and
big game hunters, were preparing to
start In search of him.

MRS. HAMMERSTEIN
LOSES OPERA HOUSE

Ordered to Surrender It to
Stepdaughters.

Judge Julian W. Mark In the Federal
Court yesterday issued an order direct¬
ing Lawrence Berenson, receiver for
Mrs. Oscar Hammerateln and the Ham-
merateln Opera Company, to surrender
the Manhattan Opera House, where
Mrs. Hammersteln Uvea, to her step¬
daughters, Mrs. Stella H. Pope and Mrs.
Rose H. Tostevln, daughters of the late
Oscar Hammersteln, who purchased the
opera house at an auction sale of the
property held last June under foreclo¬
sure proceedings.

It was said at the office of Max T>.
Steuer. counsel for Mrs. Pope and Mrs.
Tostevln. that Judge Mack's order on
the receiver acts as a confirmation of
ownership. The order will be served on
Mr. Berenson, the receiver, who would
thus be called upon to surrender the
deeds of the opera house property to
Mrs. Pope and Mrs. Tostevln. The re¬
ceiver can, however, appeal to the Fed¬
eral Circuit Court of Appeals for an
Injunction and thus delay the surrender
of the deeds.

FI.Afi IIISSIlKfl TRTA1. FRIDAY.
Herbert Blache of 4 West Fortieth

street, who Is accused of hissing t.ho
American floe at a motion picture play
at the nt rami Theatre Thursday nltrht.
was 'held in $300 hail yesterday In West
Side Court by Magistrate MoQuade, who
set hearing for next Friday. Blache
sold "he was a motion picture director
and that he ca.mn here from lajndon
fourteen year* ago.

YETERAN SWINDLED
BY JAZZ BALL GAME

Arthur Victor, Disabled in
War, Lost Life's Savings

in Investment.

MAKES FRAUD CHARGES

Edwin A. Noblett Held With¬
out Bail for Grand Jury

Action.

Edwin Arden Noblett of 131 Riverside
Drive, Manhattan, was held for the
Grand Jury without hall by Magistrate
Gelamar at Coney Island yesterday,
charged with having swindled Arthur
Victor, a disabled war veteran, out of
his life's savings of 53,000 through
fraudulent advertisements published In
New York newspapers. The crowd In
the court room cheered when the Magis¬
trate's decision was announced. Assist¬
ant District Attorney Selvaggi. who
prosecuted the case, told the court that
since Noblett's arrest August 5 more
than fifty additional complaints had
been made against him.

Victor, who Is a photographer at 622
Schenck avenue, Brooklyn, fought In the
Argonne, at St. Mlhiel and around Ver¬
dun, receiving a shrapnel wound In the
head and a fractured thigh. He said
that he answered an advertisement In¬
serted last spring under "Business Op¬
portunities" and "Help Wanted" head¬
ings In the newspapers, and that he met
Noblett at the Riverside Drive address.
Victor said the advertisement read:

"Party wanted with $1,000 to $3,000
for amusement business or concessions
In parks, carnivals, mountain resorts.
Probable profits should average $100 to
$300 dally, depending on Investment.
Don't miss this opportunity."

Noblett proposed, according to Victor,
a "Jazz ball roll down game" at Coney
Island, and on April 5 last, the pho¬
tographer says he gave htm $3,000, re¬

quired as "security" for his honesty.
From April 15 to June 7 Victor says he
operated at Coney Island without profit.
On the latter date Noblett, It Is alleged,
took everything out of Victor's place.
When the photographer asked for the
return of the $3,000 he says Noblett
told him to sue and see If he could
get It.,
John G. Dyer of 51 Chambers street,

Noblett's attorney, protested that Vic¬
tor was not acting In good faith and
accused him of "wrapping the American
flag" about him. Assistant District At¬
torney Selvaggi jumped to his feet,
pointed his finger at Noblett, and said:

"It Is your type that has been prey¬
ing upon our wounded soldiers, and the
quicker you are in Jail the better."
The police say Noblett has a long

criminal record, and that he was sent to
Sing Sing for five years by Judge Mul-
queen In General Sessions October 8,
1312.

WIFE SLAIN, REFUSING
LAST RECONCILIATION

Husband Accuses Her of Infi¬
delity, Say Police.

Three days age Mrs. Rose Neugebauer
of 117 Mott street told her husband she
could not withstand his Jealous out¬
bursts. Mie went to live with her mother
and sister at 163 West Tenth street.
Neugebauer became repentant, but he
knew his wife would not receive him if
he called at the house. So he arranged
to have her trunk sent there by an ex¬

pressman. and when the door was opened
the husband stepped in with it.

Mrs. Neugebauer told him to get out.
Both became enraged. Then, according
to the police. Neugebauer drew a re¬

volver and shot his wife in tho breast,
killing her. Neugebauer ran from the
house.
He was found sitting in the dressing

room of a tailor shop at 2o Greenwich
avenue while his clothes were being
pressed. At Police Headquarter* Neuge¬
bauer was said to have explained that
he loved his wife, but he had seen her
with other men and he "couldn't stand
it any longer." The couple have two
children.
Neugebauer was arraigned in Jeffer¬

son Market court on a charge of homi¬
cide and held without bail for examina¬
tion on Monday.

TWO WARSHIPS ARRIVE
IN SHIFTING OF FLEETS

Wyoming and Arkansas Here,
Pennsylvania Leaves.

The battleships Wyoming and Arkan¬
sas, transferred from the Paclfto to the
Atlantic fleet under the recent order
allocating most of the newer oil burn¬
ing ships to the western waters and
the coal burners to the Atlantic, ar¬
rived here yesterday from San Diego.
Rear Admiral Hilary P. Jones, com¬

mander of the Atlantic fleet, removed
his flag from the Pennsylvania as she
lifted anchor preparatory to leaving for
the Pacific. The yacht Despatch was
made temporary flagship of the fleet.
Rear Admiral Jones will use the navy

transport Great Northern for his flag¬
ship after her arrival from the Pacific
coast. She is to leave Seattle to-day,
carrying wives and families of officers
and enlisted men of the Wyoming and
the Arkansas.

WIFE DESERTER GETS
ONE YEAR AT LOWEST

Sent Picture of Hie New
' Queen* Home.

Aaron Berg, formerly of East Hous¬
ton street hut more recently of Mont¬
gomery, Ala., "copped a plea" of guilty
to a charge of desertion In General Ses¬
sions yesterday and was sentenced to
from a year to two years In Sing Ring
after his wife Informed tho court of the
nature of the correspondence he kept
up with her after he left his New York
home for Alabama.
"I heard from him four times." she

said. "The first two letters contained
phony checks, the third a picture of
him and n woman upon which he had
written 'This is my queen,' and the
fourth a handkerchief wrapped In a
message telling me the handkerchief
was for me to cry with whenever I
thought of him."

DAUGHTER "LOVED GAY TIME."
Morris Bokoloff of 113 St. Ann's ave¬

nue Joined yesterday with his son-in-
law, Samuel Davendar. In an affidavit
opposing alimony and counsel fees
sought by his daughter, Esther, in her
milt for separation. The father asserts
his daughter "loves to have a gay time
without paying for same."

Justice Wasservogel denied the
woman's application for alimony, saying
there nppeared no possibility of her suc¬
ceeding In her suit. Aecordlng to the
men's affidavits, the woman has been
paying more attention to a man who
came to hoard with them In 1!»1S than
she ho* to her huabam} And two children.

DEADLY ZOO COPPERHEAD
BITES KEEPER IN ITS CAGE

James McArdle, Though Stung, Prevents Escape of
Reptiles and Hurriedly Gets Antidotes, Aided by

Raymond Ditmars, Who Sucks Wound.

James McArdle of 3<W0 Walton ave¬

nue, The Bronx, an assistant keeper at
the reptile house In the New York Zoo¬
logical Park, was bitten by a copper¬
head snake yesterday afternoon while
he was cleaning a cage occupied by the
copperhead and several moccasins. The
reptile sprang at McArdle as he was

scrubbing the floor of the cage witlh
a long handled brush. It buried its
fangs In the index finger of the keeper's
left hand.
McArdle slammed the door before any

of the snakes could escape and ran to
the office of Raymond I-. Ditmars, cu¬
rator, only a few feet away. Mr. Dit-

4 TELLOF SHOOTING
LAID TO DETECTIVE

Called to Clear Up "Wonnded
Alan's Hide in Subway Be¬

fore His Death.

Four Important witnesses In the case

of Detective Jeremiah Haggerty, who Is
charged with the shooting of Joseph
Lazaro near the Gun Hill road station
of the Interborough subway, were ex¬
amined yesterday by William J. Qulgley,
Assistant District Attorney of The
Bronx.
The four were a subway ticket agent

and a ticket chopper, a conductor and a
passenger. Joseph Pallazola, who was
with Lazaro, had said the "revenue offi¬
cer" who shot the latter boarded an In¬
terborough train with them and then
made them get off when he placed them
under arrest.

Mr. Qulgley would not say whether
the examination of these witnesses shed
any further light on the shooting. De¬
tective Hageerty Is to appear before
Magistrate Stmms In West Farms Court
for examination this morning. The
charge on which be was first arraigned
was that of felonious assault, but the
death of Lazaro In Fordham Hospital
on Thursday afternoon makes the case
one of homicide.

Patrolman Daniel F. Culkin, another
policeman accused of unnecessary vio¬
lence, may be exonerated of the charge
of homicide. Ho was held In connection
with the death of Peter Behan of 468
Warren street, Brooklyn, on August S.
The report of an assistant medical ex¬

aminer, Dr. M. E. Martin, to District At¬
torney Lewis in Brooklyn yesterday in¬
dicated that Behan's death was not
caused by a blow, but by acute alcohol-
Ism, The report gives the cause of
death as "cerebral hemorrhage, acute
alcoholism," and adds that there were
no marks to Indicate that Behan died
from a blow. The only injuries were a
few cuts near the eye and nose.

Culkin was alleged to have struck Be¬
han In a quarrel In Baltic street. He
was not on duty at the time. The charge
against him probably will be chajiged to
assault.

POLICE WORLD WAR
VETERANS REDUCED

One Captain and 20 Sergeants
Affected by Ruling.

The reduction In rank of Capt. George
Busby, In charge of detectives at the
Clinton street station, to a lieutenant
and of twenty sergeants to patrolmen
because of the recent decision of the
Court of Appeals that veterans of the
world war were not entitled to prefer¬
ence In promotions was ordered yester-
day by Police Commissioner Enrlght.
.Since the court decision these men have
received pay at their reduced rank. It
was said.
Lieuts. Harry A. Taylor of the Fifth

Inspection district and William F. Rod-
Ihan of the Twelfth Inspection district
and five sergeants have reached their
present trradc through regular promo¬
tion In the civil service list and will not
be reduced, but will be reassigned.

SHIP VACCINATIONS
CAUSE AN UPROAh

Prominent Men Protest Immi
gration Rule.

Passengers who arrived yesterday on
the Rochambeau of the French Line
criticised the immigration regulations
which forced them to be vaccinated be¬
fore they were allowed aboard the ship
at Havre on August 10. Because the
ship la what la known as a "one cabin"
vessel e%:erybody was considered In the
light of second cabin passengers and all
had to undergo the vaccination.

Dr. B. S. Pollak. mcdtca.1 director of
the Hudson County Tuberculosis Hos¬
pital and Sanitarium at Kecaucus, N. J .

said that, the treatment was far from
the proper standard. He refused to be
vaccinated and was told that he must
appear before the American Consul and
sign a release absolving the line and
the surgeons of blame In case pestilence
broke out.

Other complaining passengers were
Prof. Herbert Martin of Drake Univer¬
sity: Scott M. Bradford, a teacher of
Ooodrlch, Col., and Col. Norman Merrl-
man. a broker of this city, wns said he
WOBld take up the "outrage" with Sen¬
ator William M. Calder.

LEAVES DOLLAR TO WIFE.
Merino de la Pens Wills Properly

to Another Woman.
Marino de la Pena. who died on June

9. 1921. at his home, 102 Bay Thirty-
first street, Brooklyn, left 1.B00 shares
of common stock of Pena ft Co. to "my
dear and true friend, Mrs. Ana Fellsa
de Calcedo." The will added: "To Anna
de la Pena. my wife, from whom T am
separated. I leave $1 and no more be¬
cause she never was a true and good
wife to me.'
The estate Is given as not more than

$.*>.000. Mrs. Calcedo 1s made executrix.
The will was filed In the Surrogate's
Court, Brooklyn.
14TH nnr.T. in iiiam battle.
The Fourteenth Infantry of Brooklyn.

In camp at Peekskill, had a long hike
and manoeuvres with blank cartridge
combat In the hllla of Putnam county
yesterdey, end returning to camp waa
reviewed by Brig.-Gen. James Lester,
commander In chief of the New York
National Guard, and Br1g.-Gen. George
Rohb. IT. S. A., of the Fifty-third Tn-
fantrv Brigade. The regiment will fin¬
ish Its encampment nnd leave for home
to-morrow.

FOUNTAIN ALMOST READY.
The new fountain In City Hall Park

will be ready for unveiling next month,
according to word received yesterday
from Thomas Hastings of Carrere &
Hastings, architects. Park Commlaalon-
er Gallatin said the statuary la almost
finished and the masonry work will he
dona by tha first weak la September.

mars at one* sucked the wound, applied
a tourniquet and bathed the ftnger in
a strong solution of permanganate of
potassium.
Dr. W. Held Blair, the park physician,

sent McArdle to Fordham Hospital,
where he was put to bed and reoelved
an Injection of Brazilian snake serum.
It will not be known for about two days
whether McArdle will reoover. Physi¬
cians believe he will, as the venom of
the copperhead generally acts slower
than that of a rattlesnake or cobra.
The accident was t)he first of the sort

In the Zoo since six years ago. when
John Toomey, head keeper, was bitten
by a rattlesnake.

UNITED CIGAR CO.
ROBBED 31ST TIKE

Two Holdnps Yesterday Yield
Only $252, but Total Is

$4,000.

It's a dull day .when a United Cigar
store clerk isn't confronted by a levelled
revolver or whacked on the head with
a blackjack or made to lie on the floor
while robbers gather In the contents of
the cash register. William Bernstein,
chief of the detective staff of the com-

pany, announced yesterday that since
January 1 there have been thirty-one
robberies among the 144 stores, of the
company In this city. New York is
leading Chicago in this respect, for dur-
lng this period twenty of tho 148 United
Cigar stores there have been robbed.

Mr. Bernstein was moved to malfe the
statement when the thirtieth and thirty-
first robberies were staged yesterday.
One was at Eighth avenue and Fifty-
third street, where a clerk was forced
to give up $92, and the other ut 331
Livingston street, Brooklyn, whore the
bandits obtained $160.
Harry J. Barry, clerk of the Manhat¬

tan store, had Ju-st been held up by two
bandits when a customer came iw. One
of the bandits forced Barry to gift down
behind the counter and the othen waited
on the customer, who went out "without
having his suspicious aroused.
Owing to these operations the burglary

insurance companies are. threatening to
increase rates on the company, according
to Mr. Bernstein. Nine men hnve been
captured and twelve of the "robberies
cleared, some of the sentence* having
been from five to ten years. Hhe finan¬
cial loss has been about $4,000.

William Kaska, a taxicah driver, of
1338 First avenue, who was trying to
collect a taxi bill of $33, led detectives
yesterday to an apartment at 2731
Broadway, which proved to be a luxuri¬
ous place, tenanted by a man in a silk
smoking Jacket. The detectives found
a satchel which contained an empty wall
safe with plaster still clinging to It.
showing it had been ripped out; two sec-

tlonal Jimmies, a pair of kid gloves,
revolver with five cartridges, and a small
pair of pliers The man In the smoking
Jacket, identified aw ltobert Earle Nor¬
mandy, was charged with violating the
Sullivan law and having burglars' tools.
He said he knew nothing about the
satchel.

Charles Blller, a tinsmith, of 62 i Sixth
street, drew $1,000 from a bank and
last night went to 116 Second street to
buy a Liberty bond from a friend there.
He was attacked In the hallway by
man, who threw him down and, planting
one foot on Blller's chest, drew out the
packet of bills and fled. Later the police
arrested a man who wan said to have
been running, and the money was found
Iin his pocket, it was said. The prisoner
said he was Max Bothman of 225 East
Eighteenth street.

JUDGE, SHERIFF LICKED
BY BOOTLEGGER'S WIFE

She Bombards Court and Re¬
fuses to Go to Jail.

Mrs. Kate Pontus of Manville, X. J.,
took her lunch to court with her In
Somervllle, N. J., yesterday afternoon.
Then ahe threw It at Judge Cleary and
court attaches when the Judge fined her
husband. Michael, 9100 for Illegally sell¬
ing liquor. She accompanied the bom¬
bardment of biscuits and sandwiches
with a few remarks t«"ching on the
character of everybody in the wide, wide
world and particularly in Somervllle.

After the storm had subsided, the
court deputies emerged from under the
chairs. Judge Cleary ordered the
woman locked up for contempt. Later
he ordered her release when Sheriff
Conklln reported that she was as hard
to handle as a moving bus* saw, and
had torn off most of their clothing when
they tried to arrest her.

SEEK NAME OF BABY
FOUND WITH WOMAN

Police Doubt Story of Brook¬
lyn Wanderer.

The police of Brooklyn are seeking to
find out whether an eighteen months old
girl baby found in possession of Mrs.
Celia Elvo of 6* Canal street, Manhat¬
tan. at Nostrand and Myrtle avenues
yesterday Is her child or whether she
picked It up somewhere. Mrs. Elvo was
released May 29 from tho Kings Park
State Asylum In custody of her husband.
The police say she was acting queerly
when picked up. and she was sent to tho
Kings County Hospital for observation.
"Don't take my baby away," she

pleaded with the ambulance surgeon, but
It is said the hospital records do not
show she had a child. She was com¬
mitted November 30 last by Justice
Cropsey. after spending four dsya in the
Kings County Hospital.
The baby was dressed in white cap

and dress and had a blue sweater and
black shoes.

LING SING CHARGED
WITH ATTACKING GIRL

Bail of $5,000 Required of
Him and His White Wife.

Lillian Lynch. 17. ward of Mrs. Elsie
"Welssenberger of SB Rochester avenue.
Brooklyn, was left last Saturday in the
home of Ling Sing and his white wife,
Joan of *74 Eighth avenue, at Mrs
Singes Invitation, according to charges
yesterday In West Side Court., and dut-
Ing that time Hlng attacked the girl.
When the girl returned home Mrs.

Welssenberger reported the case to the
Children's Society and Agent Kenshan
arrested Ming Hlng and his wife. The
girl was taken to Bellevue Hospital,
"T can't make ball high enough In

this case." Magistrate McQuade said.
Ho fixed the amount at $.">.000 In each
case and will hear the full chargea Mon¬
day. Miss Lynch haa been living with
Mrs. Welssenberger sines her mother
died several years ago.

$12,000 DOGUP INfU
RECALLS A WAR PLOT
Finders Leave Gold in Tun¬

nel as Hidden by Ger.
man Lieutenant.

HE HAD FEUDWITHJAP

Slaying Followed Clash of
Nationals in Former Home

of Schumann-Heinle.

PRIEST TOLD OF BURIAL

Realty Promoter Says Treasure ^
Tale Has Nothing to Do

"With His Operation.

To befcin with, > w have It on the
word off Mr. Robischon that the fol¬
lowing; story of the murdered Lieut.
Wilhefm Bestorn'a gold has nothing
to do with Mr. Robischon's plan to
erect* and sell a number of pretty
lodgjes and camps on the fringes of his
estate in the Ramapo Hills, near

Slrjgae, N. ,T.
Repeatedly yesterday Mr. Robischon

deplored the necessity of the story
appearing in the newspapers. But de¬
spite this he told it in all, or nearly
all. Its Robert Louis Stevenson detail,
beginning with the Japanese butler's
hatred and carrying on through the
tale of German espionage, the story
of Zelda Schumann-Holnk, the secret
of the lonely priest, and, finally, the
discovery 011 Thursday afternoon toy
Joe Carpenter of the slain Lieutenant's
treasure.$12,000 in double eagles.
Mr. Robischon Is E. W. Robischon,

head of the hosiery and underwear
corporation that bears his name at
1133 Broadway. Joe Carpenter is tho
caretaker of Mr. Robischon's place.
Five years ago Mr. Robischon bought

the place from Ernestine Schumann-
Heink. the famous contralto. It is a

stretch of rolling land on a high pla¬
teau overlooking the Ramapos and In¬
cluding two of the blunt heads of those
hills. It extends for a couple of hun¬
dred acres between Slngac and North
Caldwell. The big house is in tune with
its surroundings.

Diva's Daughter Explains.
"You must know, Mr. Robischon."

said Miss Zelda Scliumann-Helnk,
daughter of the diva, "that there's
something of a mystery about this place
of ours. There was a Japanese butler
we had here who hated Wilhelm.Wil-
helm Besthorn, our gardener. The but¬
ler's gone. We had to get rid of him
for tho sake of peace right here at
home. You see. Wilhelm Is a reserve
lieutenant in the Germany navy. To
be sure he says he will never return to
Germany; that he Intends becoming an

American citlsen and all that, but the
butler hated him.said that Wilhelm
was a. German spy and a propagandist.
"But Wilhelm, who has been in Cali¬

fornia with us, says he knows differ¬
ent. He says the Japanese wants to rob
him and that other Japanese have come,
all the way from the Pacific coast to
help. That sounds absurd. But then
there's talk of Wilhelm being a spy."

Mmo. Schumann-Heink moved to her
home in Pan Diego. Wilhelm Besthorn
went along and eoptlnued as her gar¬
dener. At her behest he applied for hi <

first papers of citizenship, but found th.a*
the secret service men were observing
him. Japanese in California declared
that he had been snooping around the
Pacific Ocean; that being a naval man

he had taken many notes of Japanese
marine forces and defences; that he was

operating a hidden wireless station near
the Schumann-Heink estate, and that he
was receiving $1,000 a month from the
German imperial treasury to do under
ground service in America for the
Kaiser.

Secret service men found an ingenious,
knockdown wireless apparatus Jus'
where the Japanese sleuths said it would
be. But they did not find Besthorn
there. They could only continue sus¬

pecting the Lieutenant and the Lieu¬
tenant simply denied everything when
questioned. Mma Schumann-Heink as¬
sured the Government men that the whole
story was rot and that she would vouch
for Wilhelm's harmlessness.

Dog Finds Slain Man.

Rome time between midnight and 5
o'clock on the morning of July 31, 191*.
Lieut. Wllhelm Beathorn wm murdered
.shot five or stx times through the head
and body. What remained of him was

found by his dog. The murderer was

never found.
Zelda Schumann-Helnk, being In the

Kast at the time with her mother, looked
up Mr. Hoblschon again. She told Mr
Robischon that Wllhelm had said, some

time before his death, that he had burled
$12,000 In twenty dollar gold pieces In
a tunnel that he had scraped out of the
side of one of the hills on the old Jersey
place.
About three years ago Mr. Robischon

happened to ha driving his roadster
toward Caldwell. It was raining. Along
the road he came upon a priest who
had a mission on the side of one of tho
hills near Slngac.a lonely man who
since has left for parte not known by
Mr. Rohtechon. Robischon does not
know the priest's name. But the pries'
climbed Into the roadster, and presentlv
the talk turned to the unfortunate Wll¬
helm and his hurled treasure.

"Ah." said the clergyman. "I knew
Wllhelm well. I was his confessor. He
made his confession to me Just heforo
leaving for Ban Diego. The man feared
that he would be murdered. Later on ho
told me of the money."
A week ago or more Joe Carpenter and

his son George began cutting a road be¬
tween the two big Ramapoa that bulk
skyward from Mr. Roblschon's acres. On
Thursday Joe Carpenter's long handled
shovel uncovered LleuL Wllhelm Bee-
thorn's burled treasure. Joe saya of It:

"It was like this. My son and T.
we're digging a road for Mr. Roblneon.
when my shovel strikes metal. I scrap"
away the earth and I came to a piece of
tin or sheet Iron, il give It a knock and
off It comes, baring a hole about twenty
Inches high and pretty narrow, i in¬
vestigate further and find a tuiincl
maybe six feet long and dry as a chip.

"The tit,'000 Is there, right where thin
Dutchman put It. That's all I have to
say. Lot the boss do the talking now."

"Well, to tell you the truth." said Mr.
Robischon. "I told Jos to leavs the stufT
where he found it. <1*11 admit It Is <juee-
to leave It there, but nobody know-*
where It In except Joe nnd his son and
me. Maybe my mother-in-law. Mre
Smith, knows, but that's all. It's the
safest place for It
"The trouble Is that t'm likely to have

all sorta of unplcassnt visitors when this
becomes known. But. It's In Its hiding
place.$12,000 In gold coin.and there It.
stays until we have come to some deci¬
sion about Its removal."


